
She studied and wrote a lot about 
wolves. Her first book, La Ragazza dei 
lupi, is an autobiography that became 
a bestseller on Amazon. She created 
the program Beauty and the Beasts 
for Radio 105, for which she is the 
anchor woman. She has numerous 
collaborations, from Smemoranda, to 
the program “Il Provinciale”,
broadcasted by Rai Due. And there are 
many more: from the National 
Geographic to the Touring Club, from
Rai Uno to Rai Tre, just to mention a 
few. Canestrini is specialized in the 
conservation of animal
biodiversity, and she is the coordinator 
for the monitoring of the wolves, a 
national program lead by the Italian 
Institute for Environmental Protection 
and Research, ISPRA, (Instituto
Superiore per la Protezione e la 
Ricerca Ambientale). The country 
which she has been visiting for many 
years while studying the wolves is as 
fascinating as the wolves. She 
describes the Parco Nazionale di
Abruzzo as extraordinary for the 
richness of wild species and the Parco 
Nazionale delle Foreste Casentinesi as 
amazing place “for the spiritual
dimension of the forests.” She said, 
“everything is of surprising beauty” of 
the Alpes, while "the Dolomites
are one of the most epic places from a 
naturalistic point of view.” She knows 
everything about the wolf, at least this 
is the impression for an inexperienced 
listener. She said in her career the 

motto is “we know everything about 
the wolf, but nothing is known.” For 
Canestrini, the wolf “is a particular 
animal, as the hyena, the fox, the tiger 
or the jackal. Different than them, the 
wolf has a particular characteristic: 
the fact that it approached the man 
a few tens of thousands of years ago, 
in a spontaneous, opportunistic way, 
probably at a time when our ancestors 
were still hunters. In their nomadism 
they were leaving prey remains which 
the wolves were taking advantage of."

How is a professional in your field How is a professional in your field 
educated and trained?educated and trained?

“I completed my bachelor’s degree in 
Natural Sciences in Bologna. Then, I 
earned my Masters in Conservation of 
Natural Heritage, with a 
specialization on the terrestrial
environment. My thesis was about 
the monitoring of wolves in the Parco 
Nazionale delle Foreste Casentinesi,” 
Canestrini said. “Since my training did 
not seem complete to me, I decided to 
pursue another Master at La Sapienza 
in Rome. The director at the time was 
Luigi Boitani who is one of the most 
famous and important figures in the 
world regarding the conservation of 
wolves. It is thanks to him that the wolf 
became a protected species. Boitani is
internationally considered a luminary. 
I studied with him, and from there, I 
started working in Italian parks,”
Canestrini said.

You lived in close contact with the You lived in close contact with the 
nature of the Tuscan-Emilian nature of the Tuscan-Emilian 
Apennines. How is this part of Italy?Apennines. How is this part of Italy?

“It is an Italy that not many people 
know well, even if wolves are 
everywhere in Italy these days. You can 
find them in the mountains, where I 
have been working for my thesis and 
for European projects for almost
twelve years,” Canestrini said. 
“However, they are also in the plains, 
such as in the Po Valley, and in
touristic places such as the coasts of 
the Maremma, Alberese, or Talamone. 

Wolves are now in Salento, Puglia, too. 
They are everywhere, but I have
studied them mainly in the
mountains, such as the Tuscan-
Emilian Apennines, where there is no 
touristic attraction. There is a whole 
part of Italy that can be considered 
truly wild, with very few inhabitants, 
few touristic infrastructures, and tiny, 
inhabited centers. These are very 
small villages. I lived in a town of forty 
inhabitants for many years,” Canestrini 
said.

What is the name of this village?What is the name of this village?

“Montecagno. It is a neighborhood of 
what was previously called the town of 
Ligonchio, famous in Italy because it is 
the birthplace of Iva Zanicchi, 
nicknamed L’Aquila di Ligonchio. 
Maybe, she is also known abroad. 
Montecagno is a rural area,” Canestrini 
said. “A large part of my work was in 
close contact with nature. I collected 
and catalogued data on the field; 
therefore, I was also spending a lot of 
time in my office. Winters can be very 
long there as it often rains and snows, 
so, especially on those occasions, you 
must work within the four walls of an 
office. However, most of the work is 
outdoor, in the woods, on high-
altitude grasslands in the valleys, 
collecting data from the beginning of 
the day to the end. The data is used to
monitor a species that is protected at 
the European level, not only in Italy,” 
Canestrini said.

What does your work consist of?What does your work consist of?

“There is a romanticized idea that 
those who deal with wolves are 
observing them for hours with 
binoculars. In practice, the main
interest for the European Union is to 
know how many wolves there are, if 
they are in a good state of
conservation, how much damage is 
done to the farm, and if something is 
done to manage the conflict between 
livestock farmers and the presence of 
the wolf. It's all a counting job,”
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Canestrini said. “There are different 
techniques, some used in summer, 
some in winter, and others applied 
year-round. They are used to count 
wolves, to know if a herd has 
reproduced, and to know if in a herd 
there are hybrid species, which are 
wolves crossed with dogs. Then, you 
must investigate how much damage 
a herd has done to a given breeder. 
These damages are ascertained, and 
the breeders are helped to obtain the 
compensation and reimbursements 
that are due to them. This helps put a 
damage prevention system into
practice. It is a work that is more 
technical than romantic,” Canestrini 
said.

How many wolves are there in Italy?How many wolves are there in Italy?

“A national monitoring is underway 
which I am working on as a technical 
coordinator. The official and
definitive data will be released next 
spring. At this moment, we can just 
estimate that there are two thousand
specimens. This estimate is fairly 
reliable, because it is made by
experts,” Canestrini said.

Is this number worrying?Is this number worrying?

“No, that's a good number. In the 
Seventies, there were between one 
hundred and three hundred wolves 
left, which meant the species was on 
the verge of extinction,” 
Canestrini said. “You must consider 
that, for example, in a herd of ten
specimens, there is only one couple 
that will reproduce. All the others are 
sons and stepchildren of that couple. 

Fortunately, this information was used 
by the government at that time to 
enact the first protection decree.”

May I ask why the number became so May I ask why the number became so 
low? low? 

“Up unitl the Seventies, wolf hunting 
was allowed by any means. Wolves 
were considered a pest, similar to
how rats are perceived today.
Therefore, they had to be eradicated. 
Not only be kept under control, but be
eliminated,” Canestrini said. “This 
operation was successful in much of 
Europe, such as in Great Britain.
There, such as in Ireland, for example, 
there are no more wolves, because 
they have been completely
exterminated. Being an island, wolves 
had no way of re-colonizing. In some 
areas of Europe, including some
areas of Italy, they have been removed. 
There were “lupari,” professional wolf 
hunters, paid by the state or
monarchies to eliminate wolves,” 
Canestrini said.

How is the legislation about wolves in How is the legislation about wolves in 
Italy today?Italy today?

“Today in Italy, the wolf is considered a 
strictly protected species,” 
Canestrini said. “Killing them is 
allowed only in derogation of the
Habitats Directive, the European
instrument that protects the wolf. In 
Italy, these exceptions were
requested by some local authorities, 

when, according to them, the wolves 
had caused a lot of damage. However, 
these derogations have never applied. 
The requirements for granting these 
exemptions are very stringent.”

How many wolf species live in Italy?How many wolf species live in Italy?

“Only one subspecies, canis lupus 
italicus. It is genetically distinct from 
all wolves in Europe and the rest of
the world,” Canestrini said. 

Mia Canestrini is a lupologist. Before 
that, she is a scientist. She is proud to 
be a woman in science, because she 
believes “there is a prejudice against 
women based on the fact that they 
are perceived less cold, rigorous or less 
able to work in the name of science, 
because otherwise they would have 
to sacrifice themselves as women.” 
When asked to mention some of her 
myths in the world of science, her first 
thought was Margherita Hack. As a 
child, Hack’s world seemed "a bit 
magical" to Canestrini because she 
dreamed of becoming an astronaut. 
The second myth is Jane Goodall, a 
“girl who was discredited because she 
was not a zoologist. Ultimately, her 
discoveries gave rise to studies that 
still play a fundamental role in the 
research of the ethology of primates, 
and she became a great popularizer,” 
Canestrini said. Above all, Goodall has
embodied the ideal beauty and 
elegance in a "world that really needs 
examples of grace,” Canestrini said.

Upcoming Events at the Milford HouseUpcoming Events at the Milford House

Ambrosia of PugliaAmbrosia of Puglia
If You Kept a Record of If You Kept a Record of 

SinsSins - A Conversation with  - A Conversation with 
Andrea BajaniAndrea Bajani

Aperitivo Italiano: Love for Aperitivo Italiano: Love for 
ItalyItaly

Come discover the gorgeous region of 
Puglia through this olive oil tasting! 

Join us on Tuesday, February 1, 2022, at 
7 p.m. for a lovely evening with Maria 
Cristina Giliberti, a professor at Rice 
University. This will be an opportunity 
to learn how to distinguish its quality 
and to appreciate its beneficial 
properties, but also an occasion to 
enjoy it raw and simple as the land of 

Puglia creates it.

Spend an evening with award-winning 
novelist Andrea Bajani!

Join us on Tuesday, January 25, 2022, 
at 7 p.m. as we analyze and discuss If 
You Kept a Record of Sins by Andrea 
Bajani. This will be a conversation 
with the author and a presentation of 
his latest book. Professor Alessandro 
Carrera, director of Italian studies at 
the University of Houston, will be the 
moderator for the event. Books will be 

available for sale at the event.

Ready to join us for Happy Hour? Bring 
a friend and come have some fun at 

the Milford House!

Join us on Tuesday, February 8, 2022, 
at 7 p.m. to celebrate our love for 
Italy as we taste four Italian wines 
accompanied by Italian-style small 
bites. An Aperitivo is joyous and mood-
lifting. It relaxes you after a day of 
work or prepares you for the night to 
come. Aperitivo, with its cheerful yet 
elegant nature, is a staple in Italy, and 
it has been getting more appreciated 

around the world.

http://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://iccchouston.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ambrosia-of-puglia-tickets-212096876467?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/if-you-kept-a-record-of-sins-a-conversation-with-andrea-bajani-tickets-214292603947?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&fbclid=IwAR0NbSNUInnACdpCLWjbYbFp9Frau9ktPAhL_x4J2TpgNfGx7vWz_aK0O1Q
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-love-for-italy-tickets-221011028937?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ambrosia-of-puglia-tickets-212096876467?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/if-you-kept-a-record-of-sins-a-conversation-with-andrea-bajani-tickets-214292603947?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&fbclid=IwAR0NbSNUInnACdpCLWjbYbFp9Frau9ktPAhL_x4J2TpgNfGx7vWz_aK0O1Q
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/if-you-kept-a-record-of-sins-a-conversation-with-andrea-bajani-tickets-214292603947?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&fbclid=IwAR0NbSNUInnACdpCLWjbYbFp9Frau9ktPAhL_x4J2TpgNfGx7vWz_aK0O1Q
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/if-you-kept-a-record-of-sins-a-conversation-with-andrea-bajani-tickets-214292603947?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&fbclid=IwAR0NbSNUInnACdpCLWjbYbFp9Frau9ktPAhL_x4J2TpgNfGx7vWz_aK0O1Q
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-love-for-italy-tickets-221011028937?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-love-for-italy-tickets-221011028937?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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New ICCC New ICCC 
MembersMembers

New membersNew members

Mr. Omar Abugaber Aranda

Ms. Angela Borges

Mr. David Capobianco

Mr. Ralph Cicatello

Mr. Lance (Kai) Deng

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Dobrowski

Mr. Anthony Dorsa

Ms. Susan Ersig

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Faucetta

Ms. Jill Faucetta

Mr. Patrick Fitzgerald

Mr. Thomas Fragale

Ms. Kathryn Mainwaring

Mr. Jacob Mass

Ms. Colleen Naff

Ms. Nora Polviriyakis

Mrs. Daniela Salerno

Ms. Deborah Stedman

Ms. Nicole Sherwood

Ms. Edith Villela

Mr. Alfonso Zaza

Mr. John Rigamonti

Benvenuti! 

The ICCC wishes to welcome the 
following new members and 
invites them to stay fully engaged 
with all of the wonderful programs 
and events that the ICCC has to 
offer. 

For more information about 
becoming a member and joining 
the ICCC family, click here or 
contact Alessandra Pistone at 
accounting@iccchouston.com.

2022 ICCC Board of Directors2022 ICCC Board of Directors

Monica Ercolani
Claudia Sims

Julie Mastroianni
Flavio Zannin
Laura Ferro

President
Vice President

Treasurer
Secretary

Assistant Secretary

Board of DirectorsBoard of Directors
Jerry Baiamonte

Thann Rae Dauterive
Sheila Echols-Smesny

Tracy Lalasz
Mary Milloy

Sandra Celli Harris

OfficersOfficers

Published six times a year (January, 
March, May, July, September and 
November) by the Italian Cultural 

& Community Center (ICCC) of 
Houston.

1101 Milford Street 
Houston, Texas 77006 

La Voce Italiana La Voce Italiana is a benefit to ICCC 
members and followers. La Voce 

Italiana can be found at  
www.iccchouston.com

For more information, please         
call 713-524-4222 ext. 4 or            

email info@iccchouston.com.        ”

“

Happy New Year to all of you! 

I am thrilled to start a new term as 
President of the Italian Cultural & 
Community Center. Let me take a 
moment to thank once more my 
generous, collaborative, and faithful 
Board of Directors who trusted me. 
Grazie mille.
 
We are coming out from a very 
difficult time, but thanks to a 
collective effort, we managed to 
survive and even host events, classes, 
and lectures. Despite all the 
restrictions, we were able to have a 
well-attended Open House on 
November 7. It was a real pleasure 
to see our beautiful Milford House 
packed with people of all backgrounds 
and ages! There was music, ice cream, 
wine, and olive oil to taste, as well as 
information for classes and events. 
There was even a real Italian 
Tombola! After so many days of quiet 
and silence, it was a pure joy to see 
how much people were missing the 
Italian activities they were so used to 
enjoying.
 
On November 15, Save Venice, Inc. and 
C. D. Dickerson III, an expert of 
European art of the Renaissance and 
Baroque, hosted an illustrated 
presentation on why Venice’s 
artistic patrimony must be saved and 
the preservation efforts of Save Venice, 
Inc. It was a successful event! Again, 
our House was packed with an 
attentive and curious audience who 
asked multiple and clever questions. 
 
We also offered our last event of 2021 
with another sold out Aperitivo 
Italiano on December 1. Mary Ann 
Ellis from TuttiLili presented four 
wines from the Veneto region. Our 
faithful supporters felt enthusiastic of 
the quality of wines. 
 
Our calendar for 2022 is quickly 
filling up with events and surprises for 
all to experience.  Don’t forget to keep 
checking our website and follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram to be 
updated and able to sign up on time.
 
Thank you again for your support and 
generosity. Your donations help us 
continue to create the kind of 
environment we need. We are ready to 
start 2022 with positive energy, 
excitement, and strong desire to reach 
all of you and continue to be the best 
place in Houston where you can 
experience the authenticity of Italian 
culture.

Grazie mille.

Felice Anno Nuovo.

Con affetto,
Monica Ercolani 

All'ICCC (At the ICCC)All'ICCC (At the ICCC)
Carissimi amici,

ICCC President Monica Ercolani.ICCC President Monica Ercolani.

http://www.iccchouston.com/membership/
mailto:accounting%40iccchouston.com?subject=Joining%20the%20ICCC%20-%20Membership%20Form
http://www.iccchouston.com
mailto:info%40iccchouston.com?subject=
https://www.iccchouston.com/cultural-experiences/
https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
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The ICCC awards annual $1,000 
renewable scholarships to graduating 
high school seniors who are of Italian 
descent to any degree on either side 
of parentage and who submit 
complete applications by the 
specified deadline. This year, the  
deadline is April 8, 2022, at 5 p.m. 
Since 2000, the ICCC has granted over 
$250,000 in scholarships.
 
This year the ICCC has the following 
scholarships available: ICCC Merit Only 
Scholarship (for ICCC members Only) 

and ICCC Merit/Financial Based 
Scholarship.

Recipients are chosen by the 
Scholarship Committee based on 
scholarship, leadership, and financial 
need. The recipient may apply for a 
renewal of the scholarship every 
spring for a period totaling four years. 
Renewal applications are due by July 
each year. Renewals are only awarded 
for consecutive fall/spring semesters 
during the four-year period of 
eligibility. To qualify for a scholarship 

renewal, the student must maintain a 
cumulative GPA of 3.0 and a minimum 
semester total of 12 hours. If 
applicable, students should complete 
separate applications for each 
scholarship for which they are eligible.
 
The scholarship applications are 
available to ICCC members as well as 
the public on the ICCC website. For all 
scholarship instructions and 
applications please refer to the 
website above.

Opportunities for Students at the ICCCOpportunities for Students at the ICCC

By the ICCC TeamBy the ICCC Team
Scholarship Deadline is Right Around the CornerScholarship Deadline is Right Around the Corner

The ICCC awards $2,500 scholarships 
to Houston area college students 
participating in study abroad 
programs in Italy. Study abroad 
programs should be greater than four 
weeks and up to a full semester.

It is a great honor to receive a 
scholarship which is applied to the 
cost and associated expenses of the 
student’s selected study abroad 
program. Recipients will also receive a 
one year complimentary membership 
to the ICCC.

Students enrolled full-time at any four-

year college or university with a 
physical campus location inside the 
greater Houston area (including 
Austin, Brazoria, Chambers, Fort Bend, 
Galveston, Harris, Liberty, 
Montgomery and Waller counties) are 
eligible to apply.
Completed applications are due in the 
ICCC office on the date stated on the 
application. The deadline is strictly 
observed. The deadline for Summer 
and Fall 2022 semesters is March 15, 
2022.

At a meeting of the Scholarship 
Committee, the committee selects 

applicants who have 
demonstrated success in college, as 
determined from their GPA and letters 
of recommendation. The essay 
regarding why the applicant chose 
Italy, or the essay regarding how the 
applicant will apply the learning/
experience upon return, will be 
evaluated. The Committee may invite 
the finalists for an interview before 
making the final selection. 

Visit the ICCC Scholarships website to 
download the application and read 
more information about the 
application process. 

By the ICCC TeamBy the ICCC Team
Study Abroad ScholarshipStudy Abroad Scholarship

In May 2021, the Italian Cultural & 
Community Center (ICCC) 
rebranded with the help of Graphic 
Designer BOB Liuzzo.

BOB Liuzzo was awarded the Wolda 
Bronze Award in the category logo 
redesign for the new ICCC logo. 269 
logos and identities from 36 countries 
participated in the twelfth Wolda - 
Worldwide Logo Design Award 2021. 
Wolda is a worldwide competition for 
logos and corporate identity. Wolda's 
aim is to honor the world's best work in 
the field of logo design. It was founded 
in 2006 in Milan, Italy, and is now 
organized by the International 
Editorial-Design and Research Forum, 
Meerbusch, Germany. 

The ICCC welcomes everyone who is 
interested in experiencing Italian 
culture through multiple educational, 
cultural, and social offerings. The
Italian flag (Tricolore) was inserted 
within a system of vertical and 
horizontal bars that resembles a letter 
"H," highly identifying the city of 
Houston. The dynamic logo will 
represent the ICCC's activities.

On Instagram, BOB Liuzzo said, "I am 
honored to announce that the logo 
made for the new visual identity of 
ICCC Houston has been awarded a 
Worldwide Logo Design Award. 

I am honored not because the logo 
has received a worldwide award but 
because it means that its intent works.

The basic concept of a large letter 'H' 
in blue to symbolize Houston 
embracing and containing an Italian 
flag aim to be the beginning of a 
thousand different stories for people 
of all ages, stating that the Cultural 
Center identifies all of the Italy that 
Houston contains."

By the ICCC TeamBy the ICCC Team
The ICCC: Winners of the Wolda Bronze AwardThe ICCC: Winners of the Wolda Bronze Award

Christian Baun
Logodesigner, logodesign.dk

Copenhagen, Denmark

Kat McCord
thackway mccord
New York, USA

Shanoo Bhatia
Founder Director of Eumo

Mumbai, India

Rodrigo Faustino
Commgroup Branding

São Paulo, Brazil

Chikako Oguma
Art Director, Graphic Designer

Tokyo, Japan

Bill Gardner
President Gardner Design, logolounge.com

Wichita, Kansas, USA

Analee G. Paz
Designer and Assistant Professor

Texas A&M International University
Laredo, Texas, USA

Péter Vasvári
Graphic Designer
petervasvari.com

Budapest, Hungary

Bronze Award
We hereby honour

BOB Liuzzo
with the Wolda Bronze Award

for exemplary design and concept in the category

Logo Redesign
269 logos and identities from 36 countries par ti ci pa ted in the twel� h 

Wolda – Worldwide Logo Design Award 2021. 

Wolda is a worldwide competition for logos and corporate identity. 
Wolda's aim is to honour the world's best work in the fi eld of logo design.

It was founded in 2006 in Milan, Italy, and is now organized by the 
International Editorial-Design and Research Forum, Meerbusch, Germany. 

This year the jury members came from four continents: 
North America, South America, Asia and Europe.

Awards are given in six categories: logo new, logo redesign, animated logo and sound logo, 
fl exible logo and fl exible identity, corporate identity, logo and packaging.

Bronze Award for Logo Redesign certificate. Worldwide Logo Design Award 2021.Bronze Award for Logo Redesign certificate. Worldwide Logo Design Award 2021.

https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com
https://www.iccchouston.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2022-2023-ICCC-Scholarship-application-Merit-Based.pdf
https://www.iccchouston.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2022-2023-ICCC-Scholarship-application-Merit-Based.pdf
https://www.iccchouston.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2022-2023-ICCC-Scholarship-Application-Financial-Merit-Based.pdf
https://www.iccchouston.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2022-2023-ICCC-Scholarship-Application-Financial-Merit-Based.pdf
https://www.iccchouston.com/scholarships/
https://www.iccchouston.com/scholarships/#STUDYABROADSCHOLARSHIP
https://www.iccchouston.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2022-2023-ICCC-Study-Abroad-Program-Application_v2021-08-18.pdf
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Merry Christmas Everyone! 

The daughters celebrated this joyous 
season with a fun filled gathering at 
the ICCC. The evening included, door 
prizes, a 30/30/30 split cash giveaway 
and a catered dinner of chicken and 
shrimp alfredo, with an assortment of
pies. A Christmas carol singalong lead 
by singer, musician, Lyndon Descartes 
was the highlight of the evening. Who 

knew our voices would blend so well.
In addition to all the fun at the 
Christmas party, the Daughters made 
donations of over $2,000 of cash and 
gifts to the Santa Maria Hostel. 

"This group of women are givers of love 
and care. Their hearts are always open 
to others. As the mission statement 
states: The purpose of the Daughters 
of Italian Heritage is to bring 
together a group of ladies to teach, 
foster, and share Italian/Sicilian 
traditions through an affiliation with 
the Italian Cultural & Community 
Center of Houston, incorporating 
fellowship, service to charities and 
social activities," explained the group's 
leaders.

The board had a very productive 
strategic meeting to plan and outline 
a fun filled year. It’s going to be an 
exciting 2022! We look forward to 

finally hosting in-person meetings
and seeing one another again.
REMINDER: New meeting date and 
time kicks off in January 2022. On 
the 3rd Saturday of each month, the 
Daughters will meet at 9 a.m. at the 
ICCC. 

Wishing all a prosperous and healthy 
New Year!

If you are interested in attending any 
of our meetings or becoming a 
member, we would love to have you! 
Contact Anna Messer (info below) 
to receive information on upcoming 
meetings. Stay safe and blessings to 
all.

Contact Anna Messer: 
anna4ever29@att.net or visit our
website.

ICCC Clubs and OrganizationsICCC Clubs and Organizations

By Donna Patterson | Deborah Graustein, PresidentBy Donna Patterson | Deborah Graustein, President
Daughters of Italian HeritageDaughters of Italian Heritage

Daughters of Italian Heritage at their 
Christmas gathering.

The Italy in America Association has 
been conducting their monthly 
meetings every second Thursday of 
each month at the Milford house. We 
are holding a Zoom meeting at the 
same time for a few people who have 
moved out of town but would like to 
continue to be active with IIAA, and for 
those who are still concerned about 
getting together in large groups.
 
In November, we heard a 
presentation from member Diane 
Goyette, an early childhood 
education specialist, on “How a small 
town in Reggio Emilia, Italy started a 
worldwide education movement." She 
told the story of how a group of 

mothers in the town of Villa Cella 
created a school for the neighborhood 
children from the rubble left behind 
by World War II in 1945. Their focus was 
on childhood development as 
opposed to strict content guidelines. 

They so impressed Loris Malaguzzi, an 
education specialist, that he 
volunteered to work at the school and 
develop a curriculum. The program 
became known as the Reggio 
Emilia Movement and is used around 
the world today.

We held our annual Christmas dinner 
on December 5 at the Milford House. 
In the past, it was held at the Houston 

Racquet Club. This year, we decided to 
host it at the 
Milford House. We decorated the hall 
and had Maggiano’s cater the food. 
There was a live piano player, and IIAA 
President Len Trombetta played the 
saxophone with him for a few tunes 
after dinner! We all had a terrific time.

The Italy in America Association 
wishes everyone Buon Natale e Felice 
Anno Nuovo! 

Contact Len Trombetta at 
Ltrombetta@me.com if you’re 
interested in joining our group!

By Len Trombetta | Len Trombetta, PresidentBy Len Trombetta | Len Trombetta, President
Italy in America Association (IIAA)Italy in America Association (IIAA)

It is with the greatest honor that the 
ICCC announces the celebration of our 
inaugural January Catholic mass with 
newly appointed Bishop Italo Dell’Oro, 
CRS. Prior to Bishop Dell’Oro’s 
elevation, he had graciously 
celebrated mass at the ICCC for many 
years. It is our honor to welcome him 
back to celebrate this very special 
mass at the Milford House.

The Catholic mass at the ICCC will 
return in a modified format. In honor 
of Bishop Dell’Oro, there will be a 
reception with cake and breakfast 
sweets immediately following the 
mass. No pasta meal available at this 
time. 

Doors will open at 9:30 a.m. for a meet 
and greet.

By the ICCC TeamBy the ICCC Team
Catholic MassCatholic Mass

mailto:anna4ever29%40att.net?subject=
http://www.ciaodiva.org
mailto:Ltrombetta%40me.com?subject=
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/catholic-mass-tickets-224242203467?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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Say Hello to the Say Hello to the 2022 Italian Contemporary Film Series2022 Italian Contemporary Film Series!!

The ICCC is proud to continue 
to promote Italy’s compelling 

film legacy by exploring its 
contemporary films. All movies 
will be screened at the Milford 

House.

Movies are in Italian with English 
subtitles. Doors open at 6.45 p.m. 

Film starts at 7 p.m.

$10 ICCC Members | $15 Non-
Members. 

All sales are final.

Below is the 2022 lineup.

Il Materiale Emotivo (A Bookshop in Paris)
January 19, 2022

Welcome Venice
February 16, 2022

Lasciami Andare (You Came Back)
March 23, 2022

Blackout Love
April 20, 2022

Una Notte da Dottore (Doctor on Call)
May 18, 2022

L'Arminuta (A Girl Returned)
June 15, 2022

E' Per Il Tuo Bene (Three Perfect Daughters)
July 20, 2022

Supereroi (Superheroes)
September 21, 2022

 10 Giorni con Babbo Natale (When Mom is Away… With the Family)
October 19, 2022

https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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Italian Language Classes - Full ScheduleItalian Language Classes - Full Schedule

IN-PERSON CLASS | Italian ConversationIN-PERSON CLASS | Italian Conversation

Come practice your Italian conversational skills with 
us and master Italy's lyrical language in a small group 
class! 

Tuesdays | Jan. 11 to Feb. 1, 2022 | 10 AM to 12 PM

$120 for ICCC Members | $130 for Non-members

Click HERE to register

Do you want your kid(s) to speak Italian? We have you 
covered! Sign them up to our Italian beginner class 
for kids to learn the basics of reading and writing 
in Italian, preliminary grammar, Italian culture, 
geography, history, and regions.

Mondays | Jan. 10 to Feb. 21, 2022 | 5:15 to 6:15 PM

$90 for ICCC Members | $100 for Non-members

Click HERE to register

ONLINE CLASS | Beginner Italian for KidsONLINE CLASS | Beginner Italian for Kids

ONLINE | Italian for Beginners - A1S1ONLINE | Italian for Beginners - A1S1

ONLINE CLASS | Italian for TravelersONLINE CLASS | Italian for Travelers

Are you planning to travel to Italy soon or in the 
future? Join our Italian for travelers class to help you 
learn essential Italian words and phrases that will help 
you get around!

Wednesdays | Jan. 5 to Feb. 9, 2022 | 6:30 to 8:30 PM

$247.50 for ICCC Members | $275 for Non-members

Click HERE to register

Join our online or in-person beginners class and learn 
the basics of the beautiful Italian language.

Thursdays | Jan. 20 to Mar. 3, 2022 | 4:30 to 6:30 PM

$202.50 for ICCC Members | $225 for Non-members

Click HERE to register

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-conversation-class-intermediate-level-tickets-225498641507?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-conversation-class-intermediate-level-tickets-225498641507?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-211163825687?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beginner-italian-for-kids-ages-7-10-tickets-224899148407?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-211163825687?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-online-class-tickets-212686369657?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beginner-italian-for-kids-ages-7-10-tickets-224899148407?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-online-class-tickets-212686369657?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5
Italian for 

Travelers (Online)

6:30 - 8:30 PM

6 7 8

9

Catholic Mass

10:30 AM

10
Beginner Italian

for Kids (Ages 7-10)

5:15 - 6:15 PM

11
Italian 

Conversation - 
Intermediate

10 AM - 12 PM

12 13 14 15

16 17 18
Board Meeting

6:30 PM

19
Italian

Contemporary Film
Series: Il Materiale

Emotivo
7 PM

20
Italian for

Beginners - A1S1
(Online)

4:30 - 6:30 PM

21 22

23

        30

24

       31

25 
If You Kept a

Record of Sins
with Andrea Bajani

7 PM

26 27 28 29

The health and safety of our members, visitors, and staff are our top priority. We will continue to monitor the situation closely and follow the 
guidelines issued by CDC, the Houston Health Department, as well as local, state and federal authorities. Note that the in-person events listed 
below might be canceled if an executive order issued by the City of Houston prohibits gatherings. If the event proceeds, we will make sure to 

welcome you safely.

Italian for TravelersItalian for Travelers
Register to learn essential Italian words and phrases that will help 
you get around.

Time: Every Wednesday from January 5 to February 9 from 6:30 
to 8:30 PM 
Price: $247.50 for ICCC Members and $275 for Non-Members 
Place: OnlinePlace: Online

Catholic MassCatholic Mass
It is with the greatest honor that the ICCC announces the 
celebration of our inaugural January Catholic mass with newly 
appointed Bishop Italo Dell’Oro, CRS. There will be coffee and tea 
preceding the mass and cake and breakfast sweets following the 
mass. No pasta meal available at this time.

Time: Sunday, January 9 at 10:30 AM
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

Beginner Italian for Kids (Ages 7-10) Beginner Italian for Kids (Ages 7-10) 
Do you want your kid(s) to speak Italian? Sign them up to our 
Italian beginner class for kids to learn the basics of reading and 
writing in Italian, preliminary grammar, Italian culture, geography, 
history, and regions.

Time: Every Monday from January 10 to February 21 from 5:15 to 
6:15 PM
Price: $90 for ICCC Members and $100 for Non-Members 
Place: OnlinePlace: Online

Italian Conversation - IntermediateItalian Conversation - Intermediate

Come practice your Italian conversational skills with us and master 
Italy's lyrical language in a small group class! 
 
Time: Every Tuesday from January 11 to February 1 from 10 AM to 
12 PM 
Price: $120 for ICCC Members and $130 for Non-Members 
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

Italian for Beginners - A1S1Italian for Beginners - A1S1
Join our online or in-person beginners class and learn the basics of 
the beautiful Italian language.

Time: Every Thursday from January 20 to March 3 from 7 to 4:30 
to 6:30 PM
Price: $202.50 for ICCC Members and $225 for Non-Members
Place: OnlinePlace: Online

Italian Contemporary Film Series: Il Materiale EmotivoItalian Contemporary Film Series: Il Materiale Emotivo
Vincenzo dedicates his life to the bookshop he owns in Paris and to 
his daughter Albertine. One day Yolande, an exuberant, beautiful 
girl, bursts into Vincenzo’s shop. Charmed by her vital energy, 
the man starts feeling again emotions he’s been chocking-off 
for too long, which will make him question his melancholic and 
suspended way of facing life.

Time: Wednesday, January 19 at 7 PM
Price: $10 for ICCC Members and $15 for Non-Members
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

If You Kept a Record of SinsIf You Kept a Record of Sins with Andrea Bajani  with Andrea Bajani 
Join us as we analyze and discuss If You Kept a Record of Sins by 
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-211163825687?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-211163825687?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-211163825687?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-211163825687?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/catholic-mass-tickets-224242203467?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/catholic-mass-tickets-224242203467?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/catholic-mass-tickets-224242203467?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beginner-italian-for-kids-ages-7-10-tickets-224899148407?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beginner-italian-for-kids-ages-7-10-tickets-224899148407?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beginner-italian-for-kids-ages-7-10-tickets-224899148407?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-conversation-class-intermediate-level-tickets-225498641507?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-conversation-class-intermediate-level-tickets-225498641507?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-conversation-class-intermediate-level-tickets-225498641507?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-online-class-tickets-212686369657?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-online-class-tickets-212686369657?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-beginners-a1s1-online-class-tickets-212686369657?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/if-you-kept-a-record-of-sins-a-conversation-with-andrea-bajani-tickets-214292603947?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/if-you-kept-a-record-of-sins-a-conversation-with-andrea-bajani-tickets-214292603947?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Ambrosia of

Puglia

7 - 8 PM

2 3
Dante's

Paradiso

7 - 8:30 PM

4 5

6 7
Italian for
Travelers

9:30 - 11:30 AM

8
Aperitivo Italiano:

Love for Italy

7 - 8 PM

9 10 11 12

13 14 15

Board Meeting

6:30 PM

16
Italian

Contemporary Film
Series: Welcome

Venice
7 PM

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28

The health and safety of our members, visitors, and staff are our top priority. We will continue to monitor the situation closely and follow the 
guidelines issued by CDC, the Houston Health Department, as well as local, state and federal authorities. Note that the in-person events listed 
below might be canceled if an executive order issued by the City of Houston prohibits gatherings. If the event proceeds, we will make sure to 

welcome you safely. 
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Andrea Bajani. This will be a conversation with the author and a 
presentation of his latest book. Books will be available for sale.

Time: Tuesday, January 25 from7 to 8 PM
Price: $10 for ICCC Members and $15 for Non-Members
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

Ambrosia of PugliaAmbrosia of Puglia
Come discover the gorgeous region of Puglia through this olive 
oil tasting presented by Maria Cristina Giliberti. This will be an 
opportunity to learn how to distinguish its quality and to appreciate 
its beneficial properties, but also an occasion to enjoy it raw and 
simple as the land of Puglia creates it.

Time: Tuesday, February 1 from 7 to 8 PM
Price: $20 for ICCC Members and $25 for Non-Members 
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

Dante's ParadisoDante's Paradiso
Paradiso is the fascinating conclusion to Dante’s journey through 
the afterlife. Dante’s powerful imagination is on full display in 
Paradiso, and rewards our attention with joy and insight into 
the possibilities for human transcendence. We will also see how 
Paradiso’s image of the cosmos has also inspired ground-breaking 
innovations in modern mathematics and physics.

Time: Every Thursday in February 2022 from 7 to 8:30 PM
Price: $100 for ICCC Members and  $125 for Non-members
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

Italian for TravelersItalian for Travelers

Register to learn essential Italian words and phrases that will help 
you get around. 

Time: Every Monday from February 7 to March 14 from 9:30 AM to 
11:30 AM
Price: $247.50 for ICCC Members and $275 for Non-Members 
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

Aperitivo Italiano: Love for ItalyAperitivo Italiano: Love for Italy
An Aperitivo is joyous and mood-lifting, it relaxes you after a day 
of work or prepares you for the night to come. Join us to taste four 
Italian wines accompanied by small bites Italian-style.

Time: Tuesday, February 8 from 7 to 8 PM
Price: $30 for Members and $35 for Non-Members 
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

Italian Contemporary Film Series: Welcome VeniceItalian Contemporary Film Series: Welcome Venice
Pietro and Alvise come from a long line of fishing families from 
Giudecca, Venice’s most ‘working-class’ island. Pietro would 
like to keep fishing the crabs found in the Lagoon, while Alvise 
believes their home on the Giudeccavis the ticket to joining the 
elite managing the city’s real estate assets. This clash of views will 
involve the entire family, in a film about how our world is changing.

Time: Wednesday, February 16 at 7 PM
Price: $10 for Members and $15 for Non-Members 
Place: ICCC Houston*Place: ICCC Houston*

*If you are fully vaccinated, masks are optional.*If you are fully vaccinated, masks are optional.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ambrosia-of-puglia-tickets-212096876467?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-paradiso-tickets-212816549027?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-paradiso-tickets-212816549027?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-paradiso-tickets-212816549027?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dantes-paradiso-tickets-212816549027?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/italian-for-travelers-class-tickets-224300196927?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-love-for-italy-tickets-221011028937?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-love-for-italy-tickets-221011028937?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-love-for-italy-tickets-221011028937?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aperitivo-italiano-love-for-italy-tickets-221011028937?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-italian-contemporary-film-series-tickets-229063273417?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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The Number One Cultural Powerhouse in the World? ItalyThe Number One Cultural Powerhouse in the World? Italy
By Tiffany Eastham | By Tiffany Eastham | Italics MagazineItalics Magazine

Italy, deemed as Europe’s cultural 
powerhouse, has once again taken 
command of the world with its 
iconic landmarks, extraordinary 
artwork, stellar food and wine, and a 
whole host of other historical and 
natural-made wonders.

Let’s face it. The world has been 
fascinated by Italian culture for 
centuries, and rightly so. As of July 
2021, Italy added two more sites to its 
impressive list of UNESCO-designated 
places and monuments, bumping its 
total up to a whopping 58 — the most 
in the world.

The 2021 Best Countries rankings, put 
together by global marketing 
communications company VMLY&R, 
placed Italy as the number one 
country in the world for Cultural 
Influence. And this wasn’t just their 
subjective opinion. A study surveyed 
over 17,000 people from diverse 
regions around the globe, and this was 
their conclusion. Italy also held this 
title in 2020. Are we even surprised?

But culture takes time. It’s a broad 
concept that encompasses many 
facets of a society or place. Italy’s 
history began with the Etruscans, an 
ancient people that eventually lost 
out to the Romans in the third century 
B.C. The new city-states were some of 
the first to adopt the evolving 
European Renaissance, and when 
Italy finally became unified in the late 
19th century, it would continue to be a 
cultural icon through the decades.

The essence of Italian cultureThe essence of Italian culture

When you think of culture in general, 
you might think of historical traditions, 
food, family, religion, among other 
things. The influence of Italian culture 
is widespread around the world. Who 
doesn’t think of Italy when you eat a 
slice of pizza, sip a fine wine, or marvel 
at a priceless artwork from the 

Renaissance era?

Italian culture is so renowned, but so 
unique — it perfectly blends the old 
with the new. Being the heart of the 
Roman Empire and the seat of the 
Catholic church, one can really feel the 
presence and power of Italian culture 
steeped with age. You can then 
swiftly travel north to the fashion 
capital of the world where Italian 
culture conquers the new and trendy.

Italy has produced driven explorers 
such as Christopher Columbus and 
Marco Polo. Leonardo da Vinci and 
Galileo Galilei were some of Italy’s 
(and the world’s) greatest and most 
curious inventors and builders. Where 
would we be, and what culture would 
we have without these great Italian 
minds?

Art history has also been an essential 
aspect of Italian culture. With such 
longstanding power — and money 
— attributed to the Catholic church, 
many of the famous artworks we have 
today were commissioned by Popes 
and Cardinals from the Middle Ages 
on. Italy is art, but in fact, half of the 
world’s proclaimed and greatest 
artwork originates from and resides in 
Italy.

It’s no surprise that Italian culture has 
been the epicenter of artistic 
movements, ground-breaking 
inventions, and worldly innovation for 
centuries. It’s truly a country of many 
gifts and talents. The very criteria for 
which UNESCO bases its yearly 
selections on — irreplaceable 
sources of life, inspiration, and 
outstanding universal value — is the 
foolproof definition of Italian culture.

What is UNESCO and why is it What is UNESCO and why is it 
significant for Italian culture?significant for Italian culture?

The United Nations Education, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization, 
better known as UNESCO, was put 
into place after World War I due to 
ongoing international demand to 
protect the world’s cultural and 
natural heritage. To date, there are 1,154 
UNESCO recognized sites around the 
world. With Italy claiming 58 of those, 
5% of all coveted cultural hotspots on 
this planet belong to Italy. And 
considering there are nearly 200 
countries on earth, that’s an 
impressive and recognizable feat not 
held by many other nations to date.

UNESCO uses ten distinguishable 
criteria to aid its committee in the 
selection process of extraordinary 
sites. Some of these criteria describe 
what must represent a masterpiece of 
human creative genius; be an 
outstanding example of a type of 
architectural ensemble or landscape 
that illustrates significant stages in 
human history; or contain areas of 

exceptional natural beauty and 
aesthetic importance.

For example, the archaeological areas 
of Pompeii are some of the best-
preserved ruins of an ancient city 
depicting Roman life from the 1st 
century BC to the 1st century AD. 
UNESCO has even gone so far as to 
state that these ruins are “preserved 
in such an exceptional way and have 
no parallels in integrity and extent in 
the world.” 

Tivoli’s stunning Villa d’Este and its 
surrounding gardens have been 
massively influential for refined 
Renaissance culture and the 
development of other European 
gardens. 

The historic center of Rome comes 
second to none with its iconic 
historical monuments — like the 
Colosseum, Pantheon, and 
Imperial Forums, impressive 
fortifications, incomparable artistic 
presence, influential cathedrals, and 
urban development. Rome was the 
beginning of the Roman Republic, the 
center of the Roman Empire, and has 
since ruled as Italy’s capital. Rome is 
dripping with Italian culture.

Italy's two newest UNESCO sitesItaly's two newest UNESCO sites

The newcomers include Padua’s 14th 
century fresco cycles and the 
Porticoes of Bologna. The Padua 
frescoes are housed among eight 
religious and secular buildings within 
the historic city walls. Their 
construction began in 1302 with 
Giotto’s famous Scrovegni Chapel, 
but completion of the frescoes didn’t 
come until 1397. Though a handful of 
other talented artists played a part in 
their development over nearly a 
century, the level of unity and 
consistency among the artwork 
remains insurmountable.

The medieval wonder that is the city of 
Bologna is now also home to the latest 
UNESCO World Heritage site — the 
famous porticoes. The imposing 
arched structure with its rows of 
striking columns covers a total area of 
62 kilometers. It is praised as an 
outstanding architectural feat that 
has served many urban and social 
functions since the 12th century when 
it was constructed.

With two new sites to add to your 
travel bucket list, Italy continues to 
prove its cultural leadership. So, if 
you’ve never been, you are missing 
something you would want to see. And 
if you have been fortunate enough to 
experience Italy’s celebrated culinary 
pleasures, long-standing traditions, 
geographic beauty, and iconic 
architecture, you undoubtedly can’t 
wait to return.

Piazza Navona, Rome. Photo: Tiffany Eastham.

The 2021 Best Countries rankings 
placed Italy as the number one country 
in the world for Cultural Influence. Are 
we even surprised?

1010   |   @iccchouston   iccc.houston   @iccchouston   ItalianCultureHOU   www.iccchouston.com 

https://italicsmag.com/2021/09/20/italy-world-cultural-powerhouse/
https://www.facebook.com/iccchouston
https://www.instagram.com/iccc.houston/
https://twitter.com/ICCCHouston
http://www.iccchouston.com


The Italian Cultural & Community Center of Houston  |  1101 Milford Street, Houston, Texas 77006  |  1111

In Cucina      In Cucina      Gennaio - FebbraioGennaio - Febbraio  20222022      Volume       Volume XXXXXX, N, Noo 1      La Voce Italiana      1      La Voce Italiana     

In Cucina con gli ItalianiIn Cucina con gli Italiani

Ingredients (Serves 4 people)Ingredients (Serves 4 people) 
450g (15.8 oz) firm ricotta
1 large egg
3 tablespoons flour
2 tablespoons parmesan cheese
Fine semolina for dusting
100g (3.5 oz) butter, unsalted
Couple of handfuls each of podded peas and podded 
broad beans
Handful baby mint leaves
1 small lemon, zest only
Parmesan cheese, grated
Salt and pepper to taste

Fabrizia's Ricotta Gnocchi with Peas, Broad Beans, and MintFabrizia's Ricotta Gnocchi with Peas, Broad Beans, and Mint
Recipe by Recipe by Paola BacchiaPaola Bacchia

PreparationPreparation
To make the gnocchi, put the 
ricotta and egg in a bowl and mash 
with a fork until the ricotta is creamy. 
Add the flour and parmesan cheese 
and stir. The mixture will be quite soft.

Drop a small handful of mixture onto 
a working surface that has been well 
dusted with fine semolina. Work the 
dough into a long sausage shape and 
cut off 2-3 cm portions. Roll 
individual gnocchi in semolina and 
set aside. Repeat with the remaining 
ricotta and set aside.

To double-pod the broad beans, drop 
them in boiling water for couple of 
minutes. Drain them and then pop 
them out of their second shell. Wash 

them well (as they can be a bit sticky) 
and set aside. Blanch the peas for 
about a minute in boiling salted water 
(and refresh in iced water).

Bring a large pot of lightly salted 
water to the boil. Drop in about half of 
the gnocchi so as not to over-crowd 
the pan (or use two saucepans). They 
will rise to the surface and cook in 
about two minutes. Lift them out with 
a slotted spoon, draining them well.

Whilst the gnocchi are cooking, heat 
the butter in a large frypan. Drop the 
cooked gnocchi into the melted 
butter, tossing them so they are well 
coated. 

Add the peas and broad beans, 
tossing them with the gnocchi and 
allowing them to heat through.

Serve on warmed plates, scattering 
freshly ground pepper and salt to 
taste, lemon zest, baby mint leaves 
and plenty of parmesan cheese. Serve 
immediately.

Pair it with: Contadi Castaldi Franciacorta Soul Saten 2015Pair it with: Contadi Castaldi Franciacorta Soul Saten 2015
By By WinestyleWinestyle

Franciacorta wines are sparkling 
wines from Lombardia, Italy, which 
sits in the northern part of the country. 
Franciacorta wines receive the DOCG 
(Denominazione di Origine 
Controllata e Garantita) classification 
and must come from this region. 

In the early 1960s, investors and 
entrepreneurs created the sparkling 
wine to try to compete with 
Champagne. In just a matter of a few 
years, Franciacorta was considered 
the top Italian sparkling wine style.

This complex and traditional sparkling 
wine is produced in Lombardia at the 
Contadi Castaldi winery. It is made of 
100% Chardonnay grapes, and it has a 
12.5% alcohol content. 

Soul identifies a year characterized by 
high average temperatures that 
resulted in an immediate, and 
therefore ideal transition from the 
fruit to the closure of the bunch. The 

grapes had an excellent sugar / 
acidity and the wines have been 
shown excellent alcoholic strength 
with limited sugar residues, good 
values   of pH and acidity, good 
structure, variegated perfumes and 
scents, intense and very delicate.

It has a straw yellow color with 
golden hues with a fine persistent 
perlyazhem. In the mouth, it is 
voluminous, creamy, elegant, rich, 
balanced flavor of the wine leaves a 
long-term, consistent and persistent 
aftertaste with almond bitterness. On 
the nose, it is well-defined and intense 
aroma of the wine is filled with tones 
of biscuit and vanilla, accompanied 
by hints of peach, citrus, almonds and 
honey. 

http://italyonmymind.com.au/fabrizias-ricotta-gnocchi-with-peas-broad-beans-and-mint/
http://italyonmymind.com.au/cavatelli-with-sausages-peas-and-cinnamon/
https://winestyleonline.com/products/Contadi-Castaldi-Franciacorta-Soul-Saten-2006.html
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ICCC Staff DirectoryICCC Staff Directory
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Have any comments or suggestions for us?  Have any comments or suggestions for us?  
Send them to Send them to marketing@iccchouston.com.marketing@iccchouston.com.

RISTORANTE ITALIANO

Party Trays • Catering • Private Parties

813 Jackson Hill • Houston, TX 77007
713.863.8223

St. Thomas High - Class of 1953

Controlled
Air
Heating and Cooling

Since 1958
Messina Family

713.861.6570
www.controlledairhvac.com
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and Ceramic Tile for Fabrication and Installation.

The Federation thanks National Terrazzo for donating 
our beautiful flooring!

Victor J. Longo, 
Esq.
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Incarnate Word Academy
Educational Excellence since 1873

Victor J. Longo
Class of  1985
St. Thomas High School
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St. Thomas High School
Educational Excellence since 1900
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As we look forward to 2022, we mark with pride, achievements and promise to continue As we look forward to 2022, we mark with pride, achievements and promise to continue 
improving the Italian Cultural & Community Center as we fulf ill our mission to advance, celebrate, improving the Italian Cultural & Community Center as we fulf ill our mission to advance, celebrate, 

and preserve Italian culture for all Houstonians, and continue to place the ICCC on the city's and preserve Italian culture for all Houstonians, and continue to place the ICCC on the city's 
culture map. We thank you for your continued support. culture map. We thank you for your continued support. 

Thank you to the following major donors for supporting the ICCC.Thank you to the following major donors for supporting the ICCC.
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